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REGISTERS OF ELECTORS, FREEHOLDERS AND JURORS' LISTS - AN
INTRODUCTION

In the Act of Union 1536 it was decreed that two members of parliament should be chosen for each of
the new counties : "one Knight shall be chosen and elected ...for every of the shires of Brecknock,
Radnor [and] Montgomery ...and for every borough being a Shire-town". This continued until the
reforms of 1885, when the number of MPs for each county was reduced to one. Finally in 1918 the
constituencies of Breconshire and Radnorshire were combined to form the joint Brecon and Radnor
constituency, electing just one MP between them.

In Radnorshire New Radnor was the principal electioneering centre for the boroughs, which were
originally New Radnor itself, Knighton, Knucklas, Cefnllys and Rhayader. Presteigne, which was not
added to the list of boroughs until 1832, was however the electioneering centre for the county and
remained so until Radnorshire lost its separate seat in 1918.

Agricultural labourers were unable to vote until 1884 when they were enfranchised. Tenant farmers
had been allowed to vote since 1832, but were only eligible to vote in the elections to the boroughs if
in addition they were also burgesses. To become a burgess a man had to be elected by a jury of those
who were already burgesses, sitting under the bailiff or deputy steward of the manor. It did not matter
whether or not he resided in the borough electing him, except in the borough of New Radnor, where a
residential qualification was required at the time of election. The number of registered electors for
the boroughs of Radnorshire was 529 in 1832; 500 in 1841; 978 in 1874 and 886 in 1884.

Freeholders might vote for the MP to represent the county, and the privilege of owning a freehold for
the purpose was highly sought after (the Hereford Journal of 1849 carried the following notice: "A
vote for the County of Radnor and a freehold property may be had for a sovereign"). The privilege of
becoming a burgess was equally valued, and there is evidence that this was often achieved through
methods akin to bribery and corruption. Freeholders Books record lists of freeholders eligible to
vote. Similarly, not everyone could serve on a jury, and Jurors' Books were kept from 1696 to
record those men aged 21-70 with freehold, copyhold or leasehold property worth more than £10 per
annum. Jurors Lists (a.k.a. "Freeholders Lists'') contained the raw data compiled by parish
officials which were written up into the Jurors' Books.

Poll Books date from 1696, when returning officers at elections were required on demand and for a
fee to compile for any member of the public a return of voters and how they voted. This measure was
introduced following complaints that some returning officers were partisan in their duties, and in
some constituencies the returns were published on a commercial basis. The practice continued until
the General Election of 1868. Secret ballots were not introduced until 1872. (Good collections of
Poll Books exist at the Guildhall Library, the British Library, the Institute of Historical Research,
Senate House, University of London, and at the Bodleian Library in Oxford.)

Electoral Registers began with the Reform Act of 1832. At the time, a property qualification was
necessary to be eligible to vote. The earlier registers detailed name and addresses of the elector and
the property which qualified him. (It should be remembered that although women at the age of thirty
got the vote in 1918, it was not until the Equal Franchise Bill of 1928 that women received the same
voting rights as men.)

Breconshire
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BRECONSHIRE

Borough of Brecon

B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/1
B/D/BM/A29/5/1
B/D/BM/A29/5/1
B/BR/148/30
B/D/BM/A29/5/3
B/D/BM/A29/5/4
B/QS/REe
B/D/BM/A29/5/4
B/D/BM/A29/5/4

List of voters in Brecon for John Jeffreys

List of voters in Brecon for John Jeffreys

List of voters

List of voters

List of voters

Register of electors

List of voters

List of revisions of electors, Brecknock Town
Register of electors

List of revisions of electors, Brecknock Town
List of revisions of electors, Brecknock Town

Breconshire Constituency: Separate Polling Districts

B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/8
B/D/BM/A29/5/9
B/D/BM/A29/5/10
B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/5
B/D/BM/A29/5/11

Breconshire

B/QS/RJr
B/QS/RJr
B/QS/RJr
B/QS/RJb
B/QS/RJb
B/QS/REe

B/QS/REp
B/D/BM/A29/5/2
B/D/BM/A29/5/8
B/QS/REe
B/QS/RJr
B/QS/REe

List of voters in Builth polling district

List of voters in Crickhowell hundred

List of voters in Crickhowell polling district
List of voters in Devynock hundred

List of voters in Devynock polling district
List of voters in Glasbury parish (Hay district)
List of voters in Hay polling district

List of voters in Penkelly hundred

List of voters in Talgarth hundred

List of voters in Talgarth polling district

Jurors' lists
Jurors' lists
Jurors' lists
Jurors' book
Jurors' book

Register of electors - very fragile, digitised copy

available

Poll books

Poll book, booth no.2
Poll book (ms.)
Register of electors
Jurors' lists

Register of electors
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1734

1741
c.1780
1833-1834
1837
1840
1841-1842
1851
1852-1853
1857
1863

1851
c.1753
1851
c.1753
1851
1832-1848
1851
c.1753
c.1753
1851

1728
1810
1825
1825
1826
1836-1837

1837
1837
1837
1837-1838
1843-1853
1843-1844



B/QS/REe Register of electors 1844-1845

Breconshire

B/QS/REe Register of electors 1845-1846
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1846-1847
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1847-1848
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1848-1849
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1849-1850
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1850-1851
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1851-1852
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1854-1855
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1856-1857
B/QS/CP/2 Jurors' lists (by parish) 1856-1858
B/QS/REe Register of electors 1864-1865
B/QS/RJb Jurors' book 1865

B/QS/REe Register of electors 1870

B/D/JIGW/CC/1-25 Register of electors — see catalogue 1885-1886
B/QS/REe Register of electors' 1891-1892
B/QS/RJr Jurors' lists (not registers of electors) 1910

B/QS/RJr Jurors' lists (not registers of electors) 1911

B/QS/RJr Jurors' lists (not registers of electors) 1914

(After 1918, Breconshire and Radnorshire were combined into a single parliamentary constituency
g.v.)

! Including both parliamentary and county council elections
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Brecon & Radnor Constituency

RADNORSHIRE

R/QS/S.4248 Freeholders list 1775
R/QS/S.1797 Jurors' list 1794
R/QS/S.1798 Jurors' list 1815
R/QS/S.1799 Jurors' list 1816
R/QS/S.1800 Jurors' list 1817
R/QS/S.4239 Jurors' list - township of Llangynllo above 1817
R/QS/S.4240 Jurors' list - township of Llangynllo below 1817
R/QS/S.4241 Jurors' list - parish of Llanfihangel Rhydieithon 1817
R/QS/S.1801 Jurors' list 1821
R/QS/S.1802 Jurors' list 1822
R/QS/S.1803 Jurors' list 1822
R/QS/S.1804 Jurors' list 1823
R/QS/S.1805 Jurors' list 1824
R/QS/S.1806 Jurors' list 1824
R/QS/S.1023-30 Poll clerk's books 1841
R/QS/S.1031 Register of electors 1868-1872
R/QS/S.1032 Register of electors 1873
R/QS/S.1034 Register of electors 1874
R/QS/S.1035 Register of electors 1875
R/QS/S.1036 Register of electors 1876
R/QS/S.1807 Jurors' list 1876-1877
R/QS/S.1037 Register of electors 1877
R/QS/S.1808 Jurors' list 1877-1878
R/QS/S.1038 Register of electors 1878
R/QS/S.1039 Register of electors 1879
R/QS/S.1809 Jurors' list 1879
R/QS/S.1810 Jurors' list 1880
R/QS/S.1811 Jurors' list 1881
R/QS/S.1812 Jurors' list 1881-1882
R/QS/S.1813 Jurors' list 1883
R/QS/S.1814 Jurors' list 1883-1884
R/QS/S.1041 Register of electors 1884
R/D/IGW/QS/2 Jury book 1884
R/QS/S.1815 Jurors' list 1885
R/D/JGW/QS/3 Jury book 1885
R/QS/S.1043 Register of electors 1886
R/QS/S.1816 Jurors' list 1886
R/D/JIGW/QS/4 Jury book 1886
R/QS/S.1044 Register of electors 1887
R/QS/S.1817 Jurors' list 1887
R/QS/S.1048 Register of electors 1888
R/QS/S.1818 Jurors' list 1888
R/QS/S.1819 Jurors' list 1888
R/QS/S.1050 Register of electors? 1889
R/QS/S.1820 Jurors' list 1889
R/QS/S.1054 Register of electors 1890
R/QS/S.1821 Jurors' list 1890

2 Including both parliamentary and county council elections from 1889
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Brecon & Radnor Constituency

R/QS/S.1822 Jurors' list 1891
R/QS/S.1055 Register of electors 1892
R/QS/S.1823 Jurors' list 1892
R/QS/S.1058 Register of electors 1893
R/QS/S.1824 Jurors' list 1893
R/QS/S.1062 Register of electors 1894
R/QS/S.1825 Jurors' list 1894
R/QS/S.1063 Register of electors 1895
R/QS/S.1826 Jurors' list 1895-1896
R/QS/S.1827 Jurors' list 1896-1897
R/QS/S.1066 Register of electors 1897
R/QS/S.1828 Jurors' list 1897
R/QS/S.1068 Register of electors 1898
R/QS/S.1829 Jurors' list 1898-1899
R/QS/S.1069 Register of electors 1899
R/QS/S.1073 Register of electors 1900
R/QS/S.1830 Jurors' list 1900
R/QS/S.1078 Register of electors 1901
R/QS/S.1831 Jurors' list 1901
R/QS/S.1083 Register of electors 1902
R/QS/S.1832 Jurors' list 1903-1904
R/QS/S.1084 Register of electors 1904
R/QS/S.1089 Register of electors 1905
R/QS/S.1833 Jurors' list 1905
R/QS/S.1834 Jurors' list 1906-1907
R/QS/S.1092 Register of electors 1907
R/QS/S.1835 Jurors' list 1907
R/QS/S.1836 Jurors' list 1908
R/QS/S.1093 Register of electors 1909
R/QS/S.1837 Jurors' list 1909
R/QS/S.1097 Register of electors 1910
R/QS/S.1838 Jurors' list 1910
R/QS/S.1100 Register of electors 1911
R/QS/S.1103 Register of electors 1912
R/QS/S.1839 Jurors' list 1912
R/QS/S.1107 Register of electors 1914
R/QS/S.1110 Register of electors 1915

(After 1918, Breconshire and Radnorshire were combined into a single parliamentary constituency,

g.v.)

The following series forms part of the series of Jurors' lists for Radnorshire, but consists of electoral

registers for the previous year, marked up as jurors' books:

R/QS/S.1777 Electoral register (Rads.): 1923 jury book 1922
R/QS/S.1778 Electoral register (Rads.): 1924 jury book 1923
R/QS/S.1779 Electoral register (Rads.): 1925 jury book 1924
R/QS/S.1780 Electoral register (Rads.): 1926 jury book 1925
R/QS/S.1781 Electoral register (Rads.): 1927 jury book 1926
R/QS/S.1782 Electoral register (Rads.): 1928 jury book 1927
R/QS/S.1783 Electoral register (Rads.): 1929 jury book 1928
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Brecon & Radnor Constituency

R/QS/S.1784 Electoral register (Rads.): 1930 jury book 1929
R/QS/S.1785 Electoral register (Rads.): 1931 jury book 1930
R/QS/S.1786 Electoral register (Rads.): 1933 jury book 1932
R/QS/S.1787 Electoral register (Rads.): 1934 jury book 1933
R/QS/S.1788 Electoral register (Rads.): 1935 jury book 1934
R/QS/S.1789 Electoral register (Rads.): 1936 jury book 1935
R/QS/S.1790 Electoral register (Rads.): 1937 jury book 1936
R/QS/S.1791 Electoral register (Rads.): 1938 jury book 1937
R/QS/S.1792 Electoral register (Rads.): 1939 jury book 1938
R/QS/S.1793 Electoral register (Rads.): 1940 jury book 1939
R/QS/S.1794 Electoral register (Rads.): 1947 jury book 1946
R/QS/S.1795 Electoral register (Rads.): 1948 jury book 1947
R/QS/S.1796 Electoral register (Rads.): 1949 jury book 1948
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Brecon & Radnor Constituency

BRECON AND RADNOR CONSTITUENCY (POST-1918)

(Note that this series is supplemented for Radnorshire 1922-49 by a series of jurors' books which are
in fact electoral registers for the previous year marked up as jurors' books)

R/QS/S.1114 Register of electors (Brecs) 1918
R/QS/S.1115 Register of electors (Rads) 1918
R/QS/S.1116 Register of electors (both counties) 1918
R/QS/S.1117 & 1118  Register of electors (2 copies) 1919 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1119 Register of electors 1919 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1120 Register of electors 1920 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1121 Register of electors 1920 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1122 Register of electors 1921 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1123 Register of electors 1921 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1124 Register of electors 1922 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1125 Register of electors 1922 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1777 Electoral register (Rads only): 1923 jury book 1922
R/QS/S.1126 Register of electors 1923 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1127 Register of electors 1923 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1778 Electoral register (Rads only): 1924 jury book 1923
R/QS/S.1128 Register of electors 1924 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1129 Register of electors 1924 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1779 Electoral register (Rads only): 1925 jury book 1924
R/QS/S.1130 Register of electors 1925 (Spring)
R/QS/S.1131 Register of electors 1925 (Autumn)
R/QS/S.1780 Electoral register (Rads only): 1926 jury book 1925
R/QS/S.1132 Register of electors 1926 (Spring)
BC/C/EL/1 Register of electors 1926
R/QS/S.1781 Electoral register (Rads only): 1927 jury book 1926
R/QS/S.1782 Electoral register (Rads only): 1928 jury book 1927
R/QS/S.1783 Electoral register (Rads only): 1929 jury book 1928
R/QS/S.1784 Electoral register (Rads only): 1930 jury book 1929
R/QS/S.1785 Electoral register (Rads only): 1931 jury book 1930
R/QS/S.1786 Electoral register (Rads only): 1933 jury book 1932
BC/C/EL/2 Register of electors 1933
R/QS/S.1787 Electoral register (Rads only): 1934 jury book 1933
R/QS/S.1788 Electoral register (Rads only): 1935 jury book 1934
R/QS/S.1789 Electoral register (Rads only): 1936 jury book 1935
R/QS/S.1790 Electoral register (Rads only): 1937 jury book 1936
BC/C/EL/3 Register of electors 1937
R/QS/S.1791 Electoral register (Rads only): 1938 jury book 1937
R/QS/S.1792 Electoral register (Rads only): 1939 jury book 1938
BC/C/EL/4 Register of electors 1939
R/QS/S.1793 Electoral register (Rads only): 1940 jury book 1939
BC/C/EL/5 Civilian Residence Register 1945 (May)
BC/C/EL/6 Business Premises, & Service Register 1945 (May)
BC/C/EL/T Civilian Residence Register 1945 (Oct)
BC/C/EL/8 Business Premises, Ratepayers & Service Register 1945 (Oct)
BC/C/EL/9 Civilian Residence Register 1946
BC/C/EL/10 Business Premises, Ratepayers & Service Register 1946
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Brecon & Radnor Constituency

R/QS/S.1794 Electoral register (Rads only): 1947 jury book 1946
BC/C/EL/11 Civilian Residence Register 1947
BC/C/EL/12 Business Premises, Ratepayers & Service Register 1947
R/QS/S.1795 Electoral register (Rads only): 1948 jury book 1947
BC/C/EL/13 Civilian Residence Register 1948
BC/C/EL/14 Business Premises, Ratepayers & Service 1948
Register
R/QS/S.1796 Electoral register (Rads only): 1949 jury book 1948
BC/C/EL/15 Register of electors 1949
BC/C/EL/16 Register of electors 1950
BC/C/EL/17 Register of electors 1951
BC/C/EL/18 Register of electors 1952
BC/C/EL/19 Register of electors 1953
BC/C/EL/20 Register of electors 1954
BC/C/EL/21 Register of electors 1955
BC/C/EL/22 Register of electors 1956
BC/C/EL/23 Register of electors 1957
BC/C/EL/24 Register of electors 1958
BC/C/EL/25 Register of electors 1959
BC/C/EL/26 Register of electors 1960
BC/C/EL/27 Register of electors 1961
BC/C/EL/28 Register of electors 1962
BC/C/EL/29 Register of electors 1963
BC/C/EL/30 Register of electors 1964
BC/C/EL/31 Register of electors 1965
BC/C/EL/32 Register of electors 1966
BC/C/EL/33 Register of electors 1967
BC/C/EL/34 Register of electors 1968
BC/C/EL/35 Register of electors 1969
BC/C/EL/36 Register of electors 1970
P/C/D/CE/11/EL/1 Register of electors 1971
P/C/D/CE/11/EL/2 Register of electors 1972
P/C/D/CE/11/EL/3 Register of electors 1973
463/1 Register of electors 1974
463/2 Register of electors 1975
463/3 Register of electors 1976
463/4 Register of electors 1977
463/5 Register of electors 1978
463/6 Register of electors 1979
463/7 Register of electors 1980
463/8 Register of electors 1981
463/9 Register of electors 1982
463/10 Register of electors 1983
Breconshire district of constituency only
463/11 Register of electors 1984
463/13 Register of electors 1985
463/14 Register of electors pt 1 1986
463/15 Register of electors pt 2 1986
463/17 Register of electors pt 1 1987
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463/18

578/8

463/23

578/9

578/10

578/11

578/12

578/13

578/14

578/15

578/16
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /13
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /14
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /16
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /18
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /20
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /22

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /23
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /24
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /27

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /28

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /29

R/X/178/EL/1

R/X/178/EL/2

463/12

463/16

463/20

463/19

463/21

463/22
P/C/D/CE/11/EL/4
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /5
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /6
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /7
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /8
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /9
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /10
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /11
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /12
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /15
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /17
P/C/D/CE/11/EL /19

Brecon & Radnor Constituency

Register of electors pt 2 1987
Register of electors 1988
Register of electors 1989
Register of electors 1990
Register of electors 1991
Register of electors 1992
Register of electors 1993
Register of electors 1994
Register of electors 1995
Register of electors 1996
Register of electors 1997
Register of electors 1998
Register of electors 1999
Register of electors 2000
Register of electors 2001
Register of electors Dec 2001

Register of electors — claims for inclusion in the
2001 register — Breconshire & Radnorshire

Register of electors (full) 2002
Register of electors (edited) 2002
Register of electors — Breconshire (full) 2003
BAAA - BARB

Register of electors — Breconshire (full) 2003
BASA — BBJA

Register of electors — Breconshire (edited) 2003

Radnorshire district of constituency only

Lists of electors to be included or omitted from next 1976
electoral register
Lists of electors to be included or omitted from next 1979
electoral register

Register of electors 1984
Register of electors 1985
Register of electors 1986
Register of electors 1987
Register of electors 1988
Register of electors 1989
Register of electors 1990
Register of electors 1991
Register of electors 1992
Register of electors 1993
Register of electors 1994
Register of electors 1995
Register of electors 1996
Register of electors 1997
Register of electors 1998
Register of electors 1999
Register of electors 2000
Register of electors 2001
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Brecon & Radnor Constituency

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /21  Register of electors

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /22 Register of electors — claims for inclusion in the
register — Breconshire & Radnorshire

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /25 Register of electors (full)

P/C/D/CE/11/EL /26  Register of electors (edited)
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE

Borough Constituency

(Boroughs of Llanfyllin, Llanidloes, Machynlleth, Montgomery, Newtown, Welshpool)

M/QS/RE/2
M/QS/RE/3
M/QS/RE/4
M/QS/RE/S
M/QS/RE/6
M/QS/RE/7
M/QS/RE/8
M/QS/RE/9
M/QS/RE/10
M/QS/RE/11

Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors

Montgomeryshire County Constituency

M/QS/RE/12

Montgomeryshire

M/QS/RX/2
M/QS/RX/1
M/D/LBY/5/1
M/D/LBY/5/2
M/D/LBY/5/3
M/D/LBY/5/4
M/D/LBY/5/5
M/D/LBY/5/6
M/D/LBY/5/7
M/QS/HMR/RE/14

M/QS/HMR/RE /15
M/QS/HMR/RE /16
M/QS/HMR/RE /17
M/QS/HMR/RE /18
M/QS/HMR/RE /19
M/QS/HMR/RE /20
M/QS/HMR/RE /21
M/QS/HMR/RE /22
M/QS/HMR/RE /23
M/QS/HMR/RE /24
M/QS/HMR/RE /25

Register of electors
(damaged, and including polling districts
A-Llanerfyl only)

Jurors' list - Hundred of Llanfyllin
Freeholders book

Register of Electors

Register of Electors

Register of Electors

Register of Electors

Register of Electors

Register of Electors (Polling Divisions)
Register of Electors

Ownership electors — Aberhosan and Machynlleth;
townships of Isycoed, Uwchycoed and Penegoes
List of voters — Caereinion Fechan
Parochial list - Carno

Occupiers list — Cemais

Parochial electors - Darowen
Ownership electors - Darowen
Occupiers list — Isygarreg

Occupiers list — Llanbrynmair
Occupiers list — Llanwrin

Parochial List - Machynlleth
Occupiers list — Penegoes

Occupiers list — Penegoes

Electoral Registers (black file).doc

1862
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1876

1887

1769
1776
1891
1893
1894
1897
1900
1910
1912
1913

1913
1913
1913
1913
1913
1913
1913
1913
1913
1913
1913



M/QS/HMR/RE /26
MC/C/31/1
MC/C/31/2
MC/C/31/3
MC/C/31/4
MC/C/31/5
MC/C/31/6
MC/C/31/7
MC/C/31/8
MC/C/31/9
MC/C/31/10
MC/C/31/11
MC/C/31/12

MC/C/31/13
MC/C/31/14
MC/C/31/15
MC/C/31/16
MC/C/31/17
MC/C/31/18
MC/C/31/19
MC/C/31/20
MC/C/31/21
MC/C/31/22
MC/C/31/23
MC/C/31/24
MC/C/31/25
MC/C/31/26
MC/C/31/27
MC/C/31/28
MC/C/31/29
MC/C/31/30
MC/C/31/31
MC/C/31/32
MC/C/31/33
MC/C/31/34
MC/C/31/35
MC/C/31/36
MC/C/31/37
MC/C/31/38
MC/C/31/39
MC/C/31/40
MC/C/31/41
M/D/LBY/5/8
M/D/LBY/5/9
M/D/LBY/5/10
M/D/LBY/5/11
MC/C/31/42
MC/C/31/43
MC/C/31/44
MC/C/31/45

List of voters - Uwch-y-gareg
Register of electors digitised; too fragile to produce
Register of electors digitised; too fragile to produce

Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
Register of electors
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